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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

* Our August Calendar:

* Our monthly Singing and Prayer service is today at 1:30!

e The Ladies Class will meet next Saturday, August 11, at
the Moons’ home (20802 Pecan Bend Dr, Damon, TX 77430).

» We will be having a congregational potluck next Sunday,
August 12, at the Bellaire Community Center. Join us!

e The Men’s Breakfast will be Saturday, August 18 at 8:30.

* Drew Bean’s mother, Deb Bean, passed away this week after a
year-long battle with heart problems due to Lupus.

Remember and pray also for Jeremy Tom, who lost his father,
Darren Tom, tragically a couple weeks ago.

Dan Kimbrough’'s sister, Glenda Toll, has been diagnosed
with stage four cancer. Please pray for Glenda, and the family.

Remember those traveling, including Jan and Richard
Cooper, who are still in Illinois until later this month.

Keep Muffy Garrett and her family in your prayers. Her
mother, Beverley Berthold is still receiving cancer treatment,
and her nephew, Truman Berthold, has started radiation at
St. Jude’s (in Memphis).

Keep praying for those with on-going health concerns: Pat
Butler, Laura Claburn, Jan and Richard Cooper, Mike
Flinn, Deb Haley, Janice Kimbrough, Johnny Martinez,
Anna Miekle, Bob Stark.

* Sermon Title: The Defeated Enemy

SCHEDULE SERVICE

Welcome - L. Williams

Song Leader - S. Garrett
Opening Prayer - T. Walker
Communion Talk - K. Kendrick
Lesson - D. Broadwell
Announcements - B. Haley
Closing Prayer - B. Stark
Wed. Songs - D. Broadwell
Wed. Invitation - N. Loving...
Wed. Praver - D. Boyls

BIBLE CLASSES

Evangelism
e Daniel Broadwell
e Auditorium

Middle - High School
¢ Mark Mann
e Harrison Banks
Classes for All Ages
¢ Back Classrooms

WHO ARE WE?

A group of God's
children, striving to
maintain the
organization,
doctrine and
worship as taught in
the New Testament

ELDERS
Brian Haley
Mark Mann
Mike Pharris

DEACONS

Scott Clanton
David Haley
Mitchell Howell
Dan Kimbrough
Jesse Knapp
John Moon

Alex Morolez
Gregory Williams

EVANGELISTS
Daniel Broadwell
Steve Garrett

CoNTACT US
8001 S. Rice Ave
P.O.Box 1029
Bellaire, TX 77402

bellairechurchofchrist.org

DIRECTORY
UPDATES

Email:
danieljady@gmail.com
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A Heart Problem, Not an Evidence Problem
by: Brian Messerli (www.psd.church)

Romans 1:18-22 says everyone knows God exists already, but they suppress the truth
in unrighteousness. That explains some of the seemingly strange things Jesus said. Jesus
wasn’t afraid to give people evidence; He performed miracles and rose from the dead as the
ultimate proof of His claims. However, He knew mankind’s main problem wasn’t evidence; it
was sin.

When the Pharisees asked Jesus for a sign from heaven, He refused. Why? Because
they had already seen plenty of signs from Jesus! It’s not that they were unable to interpret
signs. In fact, they knew how to look at the sky and determine the weather! Yet they
were unwilling to take Jesus’ signs to their logical conclusion because they were evil, so He
wasn’t going to play their game (Matt. 16:1-4). On another occasion, Jesus told the Pharisees
they were incapable of hearing His Word because in their hearts they served Satan (John
8:43-47). In Matthew 13:13 He said, “I speak to them in parables, because while seeing
they do not see, while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.” What? It sounds
like Jesus was purposely hiding truth from people! He elaborates by quoting Isaiah 6 to show
it’s because “their hearts have become dull and they have closed their eyes, otherwise they
would see...” (v. 15). He wasn’t hiding information; He just knew there were people who
willfully close their eyes and ears (cf. Acts 7:57 where the crowds literally covered their ears
and rushed to kill Stephen).

In Luke 10:21, Jesus praises the Father for “hiding these things from the wise and
intelligent and revealing them to infants.” This isn’t a contrast in intelligence! He isn’t saying
smart people reject Him and dumb people accept him. It’s a moral statement. The “wise and
intelligent” are those who don’t think they need God. Infants admit their humble
dependence. It’s a heart issue. Why did Jesus stay silent at His trial? Because no amount of
evidence would have changed their sinful hearts. Man’s problem is sin, not a lack of evidence.
Repentance is the solution, not just more evidence. In fact, a man named Sye Bruggencate
who works with Jeff Durbin on Youtube sometimes asks unbelievers, “If I gave you sufficient
evidence for the existence of God, would you submit your life to Him?” and they say, “No.”
There it is. Jesus died on a cross, not just to give us evidence for God’s existence and love, but
to change our sinful hearts and bring us to our knees in repentance and faith. When
unbelievers today say “If God would just give me evidence, I'd believe,” they don’t
understand evidence isn’t the problem. God has given them plenty (Rom. 1:20). The problem
is they’re suppressing the truth of God with their sin. If they’re genuinely searching, we can
help them along with evidence, but ultimately they’ll need to stop living for themselves and
submit to King Jesus. That’s not just a mind change; it’s a heart change.


http://www.psd.church

