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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Sunday:
9:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM Bible Study

Wednesday:
7:30 PM Bible Study

There will be a Bible Reading Night this coming Saturday
(9.22) at the Broadwells’ home. We will be starting at 6:00 and
reading the Book of Romans all the way through.

We are very sad to announce that Anita Smith’s sister, Delila
Williams, tragically drowned of the Gulf Coast of Alabama
earlier this week. Anita was with her sister when it
happened, but was rescued safely. Please pray for comfort
during this horrible time for Anita and Jack and their family.
The Smith’s address is 147 Co. Rd. 1407, Cullman, AL 35058.

Steve and Muffy Garrett are out of town this weekend,
spending some time with Muffy’s family. Keep them and the
family in prayer as Muffy’s mom (Beverley Berthold) battles
cancer and her nephew (Truman Berthold) has recently
finished a series of radiation treatments for a tumor.

Anna Miekle has gone to West Virginia to spend time with
family for a while. It is not certain when she will return, but
she will likely be gone for a couple months at least.

Keep praying for those with on-going health concerns: Pat
Butler, Laura Claburn, Jan and Richard Cooper, Mike
Flinn, Deb Haley, Janice Kimbrough, Johnny Martinez,
Anna Miekle, Bob Stark.

Sermon Title: Christ in You, the Hope of Glory

SCHEDULE SERVICE BIBLE CLASSES

Welcome - K. Kendrick New Songs/Thessalonians
Song Leader - M. Krueger e Steve Garrett
Opening Prayer - N. Loving...
Communion Talk - J. Moon
Lesson - D. Broadwell
Announcements - M. Mann
Closing Prayer - M. Pharris
Wed. Songs - TBD

Wed. Invitation - L. Williams
Wed. Prayer - B. Hill

e Auditorium

Middle - High School
e Daniel Broadwell
e Upstairs

Classes for All Ages
e God's Mighty Hand
e Back Classrooms

WHO ARE WE?

A group of God's
children, striving to
maintain the
organization,
doctrine and
worship as taught in
the New Testament

ELDERS
Brian Haley
Mark Mann
Mike Pharris

DEACONS

Scott Clanton
David Haley
Mitchell Howell
Dan Kimbrough
Jesse Knapp
John Moon

Alex Morolez
Gregory Williams

EVANGELISTS
Daniel Broadwell
Steve Garrett

CoNTACT US
8001 S. Rice Ave
P.O.Box 1029
Bellaire, TX 77402

bellairechurchofchrist.org

DIRECTORY
UPDATES

Email:
danieljady@gmail.com
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We Who Pray (A note on prayer, 2 of 2)
by: Kenny Chumbley

“...yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.” Luke 11.8

After giving His disciples instruction on prayer (Lk. 11.1-4), Christ gives them incentive to pray by
telling two stories—one of a persistent friend (vv 5-8) and the other of a consistent father (vv 9-13).

What'’s extraordinary about the first of these is the unordinary behavior described. Guests have been
known to show up unexpectedly at midnight, but unless starvation seems imminent, the concern for
most at that hour is bed, not bread. But in Christ’s story, the host, whose cupboard is bare, goes out
and awakens a neighbor to ask for three loaves of bread (which seems excessive). The neighbor’s
irritated reply is: Can’t you see I'm sleeping?! “Don’t bother me!” (MOFFATT). At that point, anyone
with a lick of sense would have apologized and left, but the man doubles down and keeps banging
away until the neighbor finally gets up and gives him what he wants, just to get rid of him!

It’s so farcical it’s funny (at least it is to me), but beneath the humor is a needed point. The word
translated importunity in v 8 is anaideia. It occurs only here in the Bible and is commonly translated
persistence (NIV, NASB, etc.), but what it literally means is no shame, shamelessness—a
shamelessness that disregards the rules of propriety and politeness and that isn’t thwarted from
behaving in a way many would think rude.

“When your neighbor,” said Jesus, “says, ‘Shame on you! Go home and leave me alone!” don’t listen.
It’s easy for one who has bread to tell one who hasn’t to get lost. When you're told this, never you
mind what they say; knock on!”

Have you ever been ashamed to ask the Lord’s forgiveness for some particularly devastating sin?
Have you ever been embarrassed to seek His blood because you're confessing a sin you've confessed a
thousand times before and promised a thousand times before you’d never do again? We've done
disgraceful things, haven’t we? We’ve done things no one in their right mind would have done or
even think about doing. We bear the weight of deeds it kills us to admit, even when alone in our
room with the door shut. Our guilt tempts us to think we’re beyond the pale of God’s grace.

And yet, here’s our Lord telling us: “Don’t ever think that way! When you have need, Knock and state
your ned! Even if it’s midnight, Knock! Even if the door doesn’t open immediately, Knock! For if a
disgruntled neighbor will eventually answer a knock at the door, how much more will a loving
Father.” (v 10).

“Knock, man!” said Alexander Whyte. “Knock for the love of God! Knock as they knock to get into
heaven after the door is shut. Knock as they knock to get out of hell!”

Indeed!



